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As we continue to review the 

unchanging values of Hope Community 

Church, we come this month to our 

declared intention to be a Word & Spirit 

church.  

 

Word & Spirit is a commonly-used phrase in 

the Christian community these days, so it is 

important to be clear about what we mean by 

this phrase. We shall consider Word this 

month, and Spirit in Marchõs Insight. 

 

By Word, we are signalling our 

firm conviction that the Bible 

is the revelation of God, every 

word inspired without error in 

the original writings which are 

the Old (39 books) and New 

(27 books) Testaments. We 

affirm that the Bible alone has 

final authority for Christian 

faith and life. In this sense, we are òevangelicaló 

in the original sense of that word.  

 

But we intend to say more than this by 

saying we are a Word church.  

 

We are also indicating that we are òreformedó 

in our understanding of Scripture. By this we 

mean that we hold to a very high view of the 

sovereignty of God over everything, in both 

the seen and the unseen realities. We affirm 

that nothing happens in heaven, on earth or in 

our lives that God has not permitted and that 

he will not use for his glory and for the 

ultimate good of those who have faith in him. 

 

By saying we are a Word church, we are stating 

that God alone is the author and 

perfecter of our faith. We affirm 

our confident trust in him alone as 

our mighty Saviour: in Christ 

alone, by grace alone, though faith 

alone, in Godõs Word alone and 

for Godõs glory alone. 

 

By asserting this Word foundation, 

we are also signifying our 

commitment to really knowing God, deeply, 

intimately, through his self-revelation in the 

Scriptures. To this end we are committed to 

teaching the full counsel of God, in season and 

out of season, and through faithful exposition 

to uncover what the Bible actually says about 

God and his ways, not just what we want it to 

say! 

 

By describing ourselves as a Word church, we 

are also communicating our devotion to 

learning, defending and applying the apostlesõ 

teaching. We do this, not out of mere 

academic interest, but also to experience the 

supernatural power of the gospel transforming 

our lives, our community, our culture and our 

world so that Godõs kingdom comes and the 

whole earth is filled with his glory! 

 

By calling ourselves a Word church, we accept 

that we will experience conflict with the 

secular world-view that prevails in our nation. 

We know that as our minds are renewed, the 

new life at work in us will stir up conflict with 

the old nature. As we face both external and 

internal pressure because of the Word, we 

know we will face misunderstanding, 

opposition and even suffering. 

 

But we will hold fast to Godõs Word, 

because he who inspired it is utterly 

faithful and all his promises are true.  

 

May God bless you 

richly as you read, pray 

and obey ! 

We seek to be evangelical in our 

understanding and charismatic in our 

experience.  

 

Pursuing Honour for Christ, Health for His 

Church, Hope for Our Community  

 

Insight is the monthly newsletter, prepared by 

Margaret and Stephen Winfield and published 

in print and on-line by Hope Community 

Church, Hope Christian Centre, Stalybridge 

Road, Mottram, Hyde, Cheshire. SK14 6NF. 

Tel. 01457 764113.  

 

Articles for inclusion should be submitted 

before  the deadline indicated on the õdiary 

datesõ page. Contributions should be sent to 4, 

Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to 

 stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com 

 

We do ask that contributors submit their 

name for inclusion with submissions, as 

personal contributions are accepted on the 

understanding that they are not necessarily 

the opinions of the Editors or the Church 

Leaders.   

 

Church Child Protection Policy  

All church childrenõs and young peopleõs work 

is carried out by personnel who have 

undergone disclosures and in accordance with 

the Churchõs Child Protection Policy.  To view 

this policy please call 01457 764113.õ 

Martyn Cooling                                    Leader, Hope Community Church  

Cover photo | The HCC 

Christmas Lunch | Debs  
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Please note the following opportunities in January to gather with others to pray 

about various situations relating to our ministry and mission as a church. It would 

be great if you could join us for one or two of these prayer times, as we seek to 
encourage each other in these days of both challenge and opportunity! 

 

Sun  26th Jan 7.00-8.00 pm   Setting the Scene: The Goal & The Gap   

Mon  27th Jan 8.00-9.00 pm   Prayer 4 Revival   

Tue  28th Jan 6.30-8.00 am   Prayer 4 HCC   
   8.00-9.00 pm   Prayer 4 Missions   

Wed  29th Jan  11.00am-12 noon  Prayer 4 Ministry & Mission  

   8.00-9.30 pm   Prayer 4 Community   

Thu  30th Jan  8.00-9.00 pm   Prayer 4 Persecuted Church )  

Fri  31st Jan  7.00-9.00 pm   Prayer 4 Kids/Youth   
   9.00-11.00 pm  Prayer 4 Rulers/Government  

 

Out of Office  
 

Just a quick note to advise that Susan and I plan to have a 

weekõs òstaycationó from 17-24th February to rest and to 

get some much-needed work done on our house. 

 

If you happen to see us loitering around McDonalds in the 

mornings, please donõt feel you have to avoid us!   

Martyn  

Hope Community Church Matters  The Life in the Spirit 

Conference:  

Local & Global  

24th to 27th February  

Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire  
 

Never have we lived with such uncertainty. Never has the Church had such an 

opportunity. Join with us to be challenged and encouraged as we share a God given vision 

to see the transformation of individuals, churches, society and nations through the Spirit 

and the Word. 

 

Speakers include Joseph DõSouza and David Devenish. 

 

For further information and to book your place navigate to https://

www.kineticnetwork.org/book-2020-conference. 

Day, Date & Time  Event  

Sunday Feb 23 @ 12 noon Church family lunch after All-Together Worship 

Saturday Mar 28 @ TBC Hope Pizza Fest! 

Thursday Apr 9 @ 2-5 pm 
Maundy Thursday Services at Balmoral, Lowry Court and 

William Ford 

Friday Apr 10 @ 10.30 am Good Friday: Service of Contemplation 

Sunday Apr 26 @ 12 noon Church family lunch after All-Together Worship 

??? Jun 2020 @ ??? Cloverley at Home Fellowship Day 

May 7-9 2021 Church Weekend Away at Cloverley Hall, Shropshire 

Please make a note of 

the following dates and 

the opportunity for 

some fun and fellowship 

together! 
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For the second year running we hosted a 
Christmas Day Lunch at HCC for those who 
would have otherwise spent the day alone. Again 

we had about 40 guests and 20 volunteers.  
 

Instead of plating the dinners up, this year each table 
had a platter which the table host (a church volunteer) 

helped to serve... it definitely had a 'round the family 

dinner table' vibe to it! Before the Queen's speech we 
had some first class entertainment from the Martin 
family and Austin, as well as a sing-a-long of carols, a 

quiz and a moving poem from one of the visitors (See 
opposite).  

 
Each guest left with a gift bag of goodies and an optional 

Gideon's Bible, thanks to Jonathon and Alison! It was an 

afternoon brimming with joy.  
 

The comments speak for themselves but I just want to 
say again a huge thank you to every one who 

contributed to the day... preparing gift bags, driving, 
cooking, serving, hosting, singing, decorating and packing 
away. It's a big job that was made light by the many 

willing hands and the generous donations.  

 
We had funding from the Jigsaw Foundation, a very 
competitive price from Mimi's catering, vouchers from 

Morrisons and Tesco and cash donations from friends 
at church and the Matinee. Praise God for His 

provision!  
 

Here's what the guests had to say:   

 
ôIt stopped me having a sad and lonely dayõ  

ôIt means I donõt spend the day on my own which is great. 

Thank you to everyoneõ  
ôA beautiful gesture from all the people that give up their 

time to give lonely people a lovely Christmas treat. Thank 
you everyoneõ  

'The hymns and songs were thoroughly enjoyable'  

'Thanks for a lovely meal, company and entertainment. This 

is true Christianity!'  

'Warm and friendly atmosphere... well worth coming'  
ôThe best day of 2019, hope there are many years to come!õ  
 

Please pray for our guests. Many went back to 

homes alone with no relatives or friends that are still 
alive or living in the locality. Someone recently was 

describing the deafening sound of silence that forces 
them to keep a TV on day and night so that the 

loneliness doesn't feel quite so acute.  
 
Pray that those who took a Gideon's Bible will 

find hope and life through it. Pray for us as we consider 

any appropriate follow up before next Christmas.  

 
And please pray for yourself -if you are stirred by 
reading this, maybe He is calling you to be part of His 

answer. We are always in need of those who can spare 
an hour a week to do face-to-face or telephone 

befriending with Silver Cord.  
 
Please speak to Debs for more info (07446 893 

445).  

Carols round the Village and Silver Sunday   
 

Each year we 

do the tour 

of Mottram 

at Christmas 

time with a 

short carol 

service in the 

lounges of 

the care and 

residential 

homes.  

 

This year felt 

extra special... 

Perhaps having the Martins along to sing and 

play? Perhaps more mince in the mince pies? Or 

perhaps the spiritual temperature is changing? 

As lovely as all the above are, I think there's 

something to be said of the last one. There is a 

new freedom within the lounges to declare the 

gospel of good news, with listeners who are 

more than attentive.  

 

We have been visiting Balmoral Care Home 

for the past three years each month with a 

short traditional service (Silver Sunday) in 

partnership with Mottram Parish, and we 

recognise the reception is getting warmer with 

each visit.  

 

And now.. at the start of 2020 we are 

delighted to announce that Silver Sundays 

are extending to Lowry Court 

residential home .  

This means that every second Sunday we will 

be at Balmoral at 3pm, followed by Lowry 

Court at 4pm.  

A half hour service is followed by a time of 

chat and biscuits with the residents. We 

consider it a great privilege and great fun. 

Do come along and join in if you can - and 

your prayers are, as always, essential and 

appreciated.  

Debs 


